king’s reign extended into Nisan. For if not, behold this: ‘Shallum the 
son of Jabesh reigned in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah of Judah, and 
he reigned a month in Samaria’ (2 Kings 15:13). You cannot interpret 
the years of the kings of Israel except from the years of the kings of 
Judah, or the years of the kings of Judah except from the years of the 
kings of Israel.” 


6. 1:7: It is written and the days that David reigned over Israel were forty 
years, etc. (1 Kings 2: 11). But it is also written, “In Hebron he reigned 
over Judah seven years and six months; and in Jerusalem he reigned 
[thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah]” (2 Samuel 5:5). In the 
general statement they show deficit and in the particular statement they 
show excess? 


[B] AND FESTIVALS: 


1. II:1: [The first day of Nisan is the new year festivals:] Who is the 
authority for [the statement concerning] festivals? It is R. Simon. For 
R. Simon said, “The three festivals must follow consecutively [for a 
full year], except that Passover always must be first. You find that he 
said, sometimes five [festivals constitute the required full year], 
sometimes four, sometimes three. [If he vows] before the Festival of 
Weeks — five. Before Tabernacles — four. Before Passover — 
three.” 


2: II:2: It is written: “Besides the Sabbaths of the Lord, and besides your 
gifts, etc. (Lev. 23: 38). Which you shall give to the Lord (Lev. 23 38). 
What is Scripture saying? You might think that on a festival only the 
sacrifices of that festival alone may be brought. Whence do you know 
that the sacrifices offered by individuals and that the congregational 
sacrifices, whether they be consecrated on the festival or before the 
festival, may be brought [as an offering] on the festival? Scripture 
says, “Besides the Sabbaths of the Lord...” (Lev. 23: 38), “which you 
shall give to the Lord (Lev. 23: 38). These refer to the bird- and the 
meal-offerings — to include all of them that are offered on a festival. 
One might think that this refers to optional offerings? Therefore 
Scripture says, “these things you shall do for the Lord on your set 
festivals besides your vows, and your gift offerings” (Numbers 29:39). 
Besides [this you shall do] establish them as obligatory, that all of 
them shall be offered on the festival. One might think that on whatever 
festival one wishes? Therefore Scripture says, “And you shall come. 
And you shall bring there your burnt offerings and your sacrifices and 
your tithes and heave offerings of your hand and your vows and your 
gift offerings” (Dt. 12:5-6). If the purpose of the verse is to set the 


